i 


FORM 

FTO  ftf  R AS  0-329  (TDE) 


* 


■ r 


UNCLASSIFIED 


BonAreotromf  Jord  Air  BasOf  Greenland  6 April  19^5 


I.  DESCRIPTIOW 

At  23OOZ  tvo  obaervera  flying  a KA1S  aircraft  reported  sighting  on  uniden- 
tified white  light  110  oileo  SW  of  Sondreetrom  Air  Baae,  Greenland.  The  estl- 
DOted  speed  of  this  light  vae  1000  lophi  altitude  estimated  to  be  1^^000  ft.  and 
direction  of  travel  0**«  The  object  maintained  a steady  course^  but  seemed  to 
be  In  a shallow  descending  turn.  The  observing  aircraft  was  at  9^00  ft.  with 
00  airspeed  of  16$  knots  and  a true  heading  of  30°  • !lbe  white  light  was  observed 
on  the  starboard  side  at  50° ^ fading  out  at  approximately  20°  to.  the  right*  Total 
time  of  the  observation  was  approxloately  three  seconds  at  a distance  of  50  to  100 
Biles • 

i 

fa 

IX . DISCUSSION 


Flight  plans  were  checked  with  Sondreotrom  AFB^  Nsrsarsauak  fiSB  and  the 
Iceland  Defense  Force  with  negative  'resiilts.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Director 
of  Intelligence!  VIBkQ,  that  this  sighting  was  caused  by  a celestial  phenomenon* 
The  description  of  this  light  fits  that  of  a meteor!  except  that  a meteor  very 
seldon^  appears  white*  However!  Project  Blue  Book  concurred  with  the  NEAC  evalua- 
tion when  Its  contract  astronomer  also  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  phenomenon 
was  astronomical  in  nature* 
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III.  CONCMJSION 

Probably  eetronomieal  (Meteor)  * 
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DOWCRADED  AT  3 YEAR  INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YKARy. 
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rv,  CG  NEC  PEPPERRELL  AFB  NF 


TO  CG  ATIC  WRIGHT  PATTERSON  AF9  OHIO 

:iEOCOC-I“Cf?C2A  ATTN:  ATIAA-2C  RECEIVED  FOLLOWIMG  KESSAGE  FROM  CO 
SOMDRE5TROM  A3  GHEEHLAMD  ®9l?3^i2  APR  53  " ONE  UNIDENTIFIED  WHITE 
LlG)iT  OBSERVED  650SN/5333W  Hi?  MILES  SVJ  OF  SOMDRESTROM  AB 
GREENLAND  ESTIMATED  SPEED  MPj|dIRCTION  OF  TRAVEL^ DEGREES 

ALT  ITUDE  15^5^FT  SIGHTED  BY  CAPT  FREDERIC  SWENSEN  AND  LT 
EDWARD  N DICKS  AT  23002  S APR  53  INFOR  RECEIVED  THIS  H^S  511002  D 
APR  53  LOW  CLOUDS  APPROX  5000  FT  TTRUE  HEADING  OF  ACFT  30 
DEGREE^ APPROX  TRUE  BEARING  TO  OBJECT  53  DEGREES  TO  R I GHTj OBJECT 
FADED  OUT  at  APPROX  20  DEGREES  TO  RIGHT. ALTTUDE  OF  OBJECT  10  TO 

i I 

15  THOUSAND  FT ^OBJECT  STEADY  ON  COURSE  SEEMED  TO  BE  IN  SHALLOW 


LAGE  TWO  JEXC  1A2 


f 

n>:3CENDtNG  TURN  APPROX  DISTANCE  TO  OBJECT  S'"  TO  !?!<»  MILES  OBJECT 
V-IEWED  FOR  APPROX  3 SECONDS  FROM  MATS  ACFT  k55  ^ ALTITUDE  AT 

<i 

. 50'?’^  ft  air  SPEED  1S5*  PRELIMINARY  EVALUATION  THIS  HEADQUARTERS  ^ 

CELESTIAL  PHENOMINOM 
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THE  OHIO  STATE  UNIVERSITY 

Howard  L.  Btvn,  Prrtidtnt 
COLUMBUS  lO 

EMUSON  MfMILUN  OaSERX'ATORV 


19  May  53 


1st  Lt*  Robert  Olsson 
ri£^t-Pattorson  AFB. 


I 


Dear  Lt»  Olsson; 

This  is  a belated  report  on  the  last  batch  v^hich  I received  at 
the  end  of  April. 

4 

Just  as  soon  as  our  plans  for  emplo5d.ng  Miss  officially 

CO  throuch^  I shall  be  able  to  send  you  a sheot  "with  contraents  ctifi'  each  individual 
case,  so  that  you  vdll  have  nvy  conuaents  on  each  folder.  The  lettor  method  ix 
has  obvious  dravrbacks.  But  until  that  time  comes  and  she  can  handle  my  t^inc 
and  completion  of  forms,  I had  better  stick  to  this  letter  method. 


In  this  latest  batch  wo  have  only  li  really  interesting  cases*  I 
might  mention  a 5th,  28  March  53 > Scott  /iFD,  which  is  the  1st  report  I*ve 
seen  of  an  honest  to  coodness  mirace.  6 Cases  have  only  one  obsej^vor  and  I'M 
following  my  usual  rule  of  discounting  those, 

8 April  vras  a me^or".*^ 

The ' Great  f’alla''^Apri^  case  was  Venus  if  reported  tiiae^  was  In 

error  • 


23  March  Albrook  AFB  ivas  pr/obably  Venus. 

31  2'arch  Honshu,  and  30  March  Lyle,  Vfash.,  are  pusszling  but  could 
possibly  have  been  balloons. 

Xhe-8~Aj^il  Greenland  case  was  an  obvious  meteor. 

This  brings*  us  to  the  interesting  cases : 

25  2 larch  Za.n  Antonia  could  hardly  have  been  a mirage  and  I 'i.i  surprised 
there  was  no  radar  pickup.  V.'as  there  any  aircraft  like  helicopters  that  miht 
explain  this.  An?/thlng  more  come  in  on  this  one?  Don't  think  this  is  good  enough 
for  a pinch-bottlo  but  it  should  be  listed  as  Nocturnal  meandering  Aight. 

29  March  Spooner,  ’‘*'isci  Duration  times  needs  cht^cking  here.  Ilrsd  to 
to  believe  that  object  could  have  done  all  that  In  15  seconds.  An  interesting  case 
and  one  of  the  regular  question^fVes  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  Cilette. 

Next  is  the  12  ApriUStead  AFB.  I think  this  is  the  most  interesting 
case  of  the  batch,  and  I hope  you  receive  more  dope  on  it.  Questionaires  should  be 
sent, I'd  like  to  see  Mensel  .explain  this  one  i Is  there  any  possibility  that  these  could 


have  been  aircp&\f^t?  Apparently  ducks  liave  been  elLninated . 

A 3 . .for- the  26  Equasseur  AFB  althougji  W!L; 

tra.dic'^roy  cjKl^nsufficientrr'^erhaps  this  was  a helicopter? 
much  more  infor.T.ation  on  this  one.  Has  this  been  received? 


the  data  are  t^'^on- 
V/e  ought  to  i3C2  have 
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